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Citizenship in the Digital Age 

Bill of Rights and Information flow 

•  Amendment I 
•  Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances.  

•  Amendment IV 
•  The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 

papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized.  

Officials Push to Bolster Law on Wiretapping Charlie 
Savage, NYTimes 10/18/2010 

 

•  WASHINGTON — Law enforcement and 
counterterrorism officials, citing lapses in 
compliance with surveillance orders, are 
pushing to overhaul a federal law that requires 
phone and broadband carriers to ensure that 
their networks can be wiretapped, federal 
officials say. 

Bill of Rights and Information flow 

•  Amendment V 
•  No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise 

infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 
grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or 
public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same 
offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be 
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, 
nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public 
use, without just compensation.  

Bill of Rights and Information flow 

•  Amendment VI 
•  In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 

the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall 
have been committed, which district shall have been 
previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of 
the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 
favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his 
defense.  

•  Before	  computers,	  if	  the	  government	  wanted	  to	  
know	  what	  books	  we	  were	  reading,	  what	  
products	  we	  had	  purchased,	  what	  we	  said	  in	  our	  
correspondence	  with	  others,	  with	  whom	  we	  
associated,	  and	  where	  we	  went,	  it	  would	  have	  
had	  to	  either	  obtain	  a	  search	  warrant	  or	  spend	  
considerable	  resources	  following	  us.	  It	  could	  not	  
do	  that	  to	  large	  numbers	  of	  people,	  both	  because	  
searches	  require	  specific	  showings	  of	  probable	  
cause	  and	  because	  it	  would	  simply	  be	  too	  costly.	  
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•  Today,	  by	  contrast,	  virtually	  everything	  we	  do	  leaves	  a	  
digital	  trace	  that	  is	  easily	  accessed,	  collected,	  and	  
analyzed.	  The	  books	  we	  download	  or	  purchase	  with	  a	  
credit	  card,	  the	  newspapers	  and	  magazines	  we	  read	  
online,	  the	  e-‐mails	  we	  send,	  the	  documents	  we	  store	  
in	  “the	  cloud,”	  the	  places	  we	  go	  while	  carrying	  cell	  
phones	  or	  GPS	  devices—all	  of	  this	  is	  recorded	  digitally.	  
The	  Supreme	  Court	  has	  ruled	  that	  we	  do	  not	  have	  any	  
expectaOon	  of	  privacy	  with	  respect	  to	  informaOon	  we	  
share	  with	  a	  third	  party—which	  includes	  phone	  
companies,	  banks,	  credit	  card	  companies,	  and	  Internet	  
service	  providers.	  


