
1. Does the text clearly describe the positive feedback loop in the behavior of the ant 
colony system? 

2. Does the text describe a way to break or limit the effects of the positive feedback 
loop? 

3. Does the text describe manipulations of the simulation model that demonstrate a 
way to reduce the effects of the positive feedback loop? 

4. Does the text describe a random process in the behavior of the model? 
5. Does the text describe an aspect of the behavior of the ant colony that is different 

from the behavior of any individual ant? 
6. Does the text clearly describe the relations in space and time that constitute a 

stable ant trail? 
7. Does the text clearly describe the dynamic structure in the environment that the 

ant colony produces and then uses to control its behavior? 
8. Does the text justify claims about the operation of the decentralized system by 

reporting on manipulations of the simulation model? 
9. If there are reported manipulations of the simulation model, are the descriptions 

clear enough that the manipulations can be replicated. That is, were you able to 
make the same manipulations as those reported in the text? A) Manipulations 
were reported clearly enough to be replicated. B) Manipulations were reported, 
but not clearly enough to be replicated. C) No manipulations were reported. 

10. Does the text refer to concepts from the readings or lectures? 
11. If there are references to the work of others, does the text USE the ideas in the 

referenced documents? References that appear as filler without contributing to the 
content of the text are called "perfunctory references." They should be avoided. If 
there are no references, or only perfunctory references, answer NO. 

12. Does the text include appropriate citations of the sources for concepts? Note: for 
readings assigned in the course, a simple reference in the text including the 
primary author's name and the date of the publication is sufficient. 

13. Does the author of the text appear to commit plagiarism? If so, answer YES and 
explain what kind of plagiarism was committed. 

14. Do most of the sentences in the text contribute to the overall argument? 
15. Is the text well organized and free of grammatical errors and run-on sentences? 
16. Is the text free of spelling errors and other evidence of failure to proofread? 
17. Does the text use HTML tags to format the text for easier reading? 
18. You will be asked to supply a numerical score between 1 and 10 for the text you 

are reviewing. The calibration questions above are meant to direct your attention 
to important elements that could be covered in the text. When assigning the 
numerical score, reflect on how you answered the calibration questions, and on 
the project as a whole. Texts that fail to respond to the assignment prompt should 
receive scores between 1 and 3. Texts that respond coherently to the writing 
prompt but contain errors or gaps should receive scores between 4 and 6. Solid 
texts that lack major errors and touch on all the required elements should receive a 
score of 7 or 8. Insightful, creative, or otherwise exceptional texts should receive 
a score of 9 or 10. If you understand these instructions, answer "Yes." 


