
CPR4 Calibration Questions 

1. Does the text identify a set of resources? 

2. Are the resources described such that you, as the reader, can tell what they 

are? For each resource, ask yourself, “Has the author provided enough 

detail about each resource that I clearly understand what each one is?” If 

you can answer YES to this question for each resource, answer YES. 

Otherwise, answer NO. 

3. Are all the resources part of a system assembled by the cognizer? If any of 

the listed resources are not part of the assembly -- if they are unrelated to 

the cognitive work accomplished by the assembly -- then answer NO. 

4. Is the set of resources accurate and complete, given the description 

provided by Clark (2008)? Read the appropriate pages in Clark describing 

the ecological assembly being analyzed before answering. If the text fails to 

mention a resource that is necessary to the function of the system, then 

answer NO. 

5. Does the text discuss relations between the resources? For instance, it 

could talk about how some of the resources are temporally coordinated, 

spatially coordinated, synchronized, mirrored, linked in a positive feedback 

loop, superimposed, etc. 

6. Does the text describe each of the relations with sufficient detail? As you 

read the descriptions, ask yourself, "As a reader, can I tell how the 

resources are coordinated, linked, or affect one another?" For instance, if 

the text claims that two resources are "synchronized," but you can't tell 

what the author means by this, then answer NO. 

7. Does the text give an accurate description of the system of relations among 

resources? That is, does it accurately reflect how the assembly is described 

in Clark (2008)? Make sure to read the appropriate pages in Clark before 

answering. 

8. Does the text mention how these relations are created or maintained? For 

instance, if the text was describing how we count objects by pointing to 

them, it could mention that the count sequence ("one, two, three...") and 



the position of the pointing hand are coordinated thanks to a cultural 

practice of saying a count word every time we point to an item. If the text 

does not discuss how any of the relations are maintained or created, then 

answer NO. If the text describes how at least one of the relations is created 

or maintained, then answer YES. 

9. Is it clear for you, as a reader, what each of the mentioned resources is 

contributing to the operation of the ecological assembly? Be fair to the 

author of the text and read carefully looking for the role of each resource. If 

there is a resource that does not have a clear role, or if it's unclear what 

that resource contributes, then answer NO. Otherwise, answer YES. 

10. Does the text mention a cognitive accomplishment of the ecological 

assembly? 

11. Does the text describe this cognitive accomplishment in enough detail to 

determine how the functioning of the assembly achieves this outcome? Ask 

yourself, "Can I tell how this cognitive outcome was accomplished by the 

assembly?" The description of the ecological assembly should be 

sufficiently clear so that you, as a reader, can tell how the system achieves 

the cognitive outcome. 

12. Does the text have a logical organization? For instance, the text could begin 

by describing the resources, then the relations among resources, then the 

outcome. If the assembly had sub-assemblies, the text might describe the 

sub-assemblies first, then describe the relations among them. 

13. Does the text provide an in-text reference with page numbers that allowed 

you to find and read the description of the Ecological Assembly being 

analyzed? 

14. Is the writing clear and well crafted? For instance, are there any run on 

sentences? Is the word choice appropriate? Are there any spelling errors? 

(A) Well written and clear, with very few minor typographical errors (B) 

Text obviously needs editing, but overall coherence is preserved (C) Poor 

style and grammar strongly detracted from the overall coherence of the 

text. 



15. You will be asked to supply a numerical score between 1 and 10 for the text 

you are reviewing. The calibration questions above are meant to direct your 

attention to important elements that should be covered in the text. When 

assigning the numerical score, reflect on how you answered the calibration 

questions, and on the text as a whole. Particularly creative or insightful 

texts should be rewarded with higher scores. Texts that fail to respond to 

the assignment prompt should receive scores between 0 and 4. It is hard to 

imagine a text that meets the length requirement yet merits a score below 

2. Texts that respond coherently to the prompt but which contain errors or 

gaps should receive scores between 5 and 7. Very good texts that lack 

major errors and touch on all the required elements should receive scores 

between 8 and 9. Insightful, creative, or otherwise exceptional texts should 

receive a 10. 

 


